[image: image1.png]EUROMONTANA

Association européenne des régions de montagne





With the support of 

the Forestry Commission, Scotland
The Department of Agriculture and Fisheries of the Basque Country, Spain

EUROMONTANA SEMINAR

26-27 MAY – BRUSSELS

THE PLACE OF MOUNTAIN ISSUES 

WITHIN FUTURE EU POLICIES

 Delegation of the Basque Country in Brussels

Euskadiren Ordezkaritza

Delegacion del País Vasco /

Rue des Deux Eglises, 27 - 1000 Brussels 

[image: image2.png]A phec &
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E. Euromontana’s office /Bureau d’Euromontana

M2. metro/métro Maalbeck

THEMES

Monday 26 May – 2 pm to 6 pm

The Convention: a new framework for EU policies


- the Convention  on European Union futures and debate on inclusion of “ territorial cohesion “ in a new Treaty / constitution 

The Future Common Agricultural Policy

· Mid-term review of the CAP - what are the different risks and opportunities for mountain agriculture and regions?

· the CAP in the new Member States after 2004 - what are the expected impacts in mountain areas in the CEECs ?

· the CAP after 2006 
Tuesday 27 May – 9:30 am to 12:30 am

The future regional policy after 2006

· the Convention on the future of the European Union and the debate over the inclusion of "territorial cohesion" in a new Treaty/constitution.

· the study on mountain areas commissioned by DG Regio – What are the preliminary results and in what way will they be taken into account for future regional policy design ?

· the structure of the future regional policy – What is the state of discussions within the Commission ? Will mountain areas benefit from a better recognition, for example through the "areas with severe geographical or natural handicaps" ? How will rural development be addressed within the future regional policy ?

Tuesday 27 May – 2 pm to 4 :30 pm

In the field of environment

· Presentation of the "Bioscene" research project, aiming at developing and evaluating strategies for reconciling conservation of mountain biodiversity with declining agriculture. 

· The future financing of Natura 2000

Reflections and actions for the future

· Future prospects for rural development – What are the needs that must be addressed by any new integrated approach of rural development within EU-policies and how adequately are they being reflected in current proposals?

· The agenda of the reforms and the consultation process 
What are the timetables and deadlines for agreement of the developing policies in each of these related fields, and what opportunities remain to influence the process.

· The contributions of Euromontana  and its partnerships for future initiatives

THE PLACE OF MOUNTAIN ISSUES

WITHIN FUTURE eu-POLICIES
Working languages: French, English, Spanish

Monday 26 May

13h30 – 14h00
Registrations

14h00 – 14h15
Introduction

 Frank Gaskell, President of Euromontana

14h15 – 15h00 
 The Convention : a new framework for EU policies
The outcomes for territorial issues 

Intervention by Xavier Gisard, Secretary General of CPMR and Sandra Mezzadri in charge of the Convention in CPMR

Questions / discussion

15h00 – 18h00
The future Common agricultural policy

Chair : Asier Albizu, Vice-Councellor for Agriculture

....of the  Basque Country 

15h00 – 16h00
The 2003 reform of the CAP / the CAP in the CEECs / the future of the CAP after 2006 and issues related to WTO

Nikiforos Sivenas, Director Rural Development, DG AGRI, European Commission– to be confirmed

Questions / discussion

16h00 – 16h15
Break

16h15 – 17h00
Assessments from the regions

1- Agricultural forecasts for the Highlands of Scotland   

(results of a study undertaken by HIE on the potential impacts of the mid-term review proposals)

Intervention by . Peter Cook, Head of Rural Business Unit. Scotland University of Agriculture 

2- Projected impact of the 2003 CAP reform in the French mountain areas

the Massif Central, France

Intervention by.Jacques Chazalet, President of SIDAM

3- A point of view from the CEECs  

Forecasts for the implementation of the CAP in the Czeck Republic and its impact on mountain Farming  - Mr. Josef Vrzan, Zvaz Marginalnich Oblasti (Union of Marginal Areas), CR
17h00 – 18h00
Questions / discussion
19h30

Dinner 

Tuesday 27 May

9h00 – 9h30

Registrations

9h30 – 12h30 
The future Regional policy

Chair : .David Green , Chairman of the 

Crofters Commission, Scotland

9h30 – 10h30
The study  on "Analysis of the mountain areas of the European Union and the applicant countries"

Intervention by Luisa Sanchez, DGRegio, European Commission

Questions / discussion

10h30 – 12h30
The framework of the future regional policy 

Intervention by Ronald Hall, Deputy Head of Cabinet of Commissioner Barnier, European Commission

Questions / discussion
------------------------------------

12h30 – 14h00
Lunch

------------------------------------

14h00 – 15h00 
In the field of environment

Chair : René-Marc Willemot, President of ARPE

Environmental Agency of Midi-Pyrénées, France

14h00 – 14h30
the Bioscene research project 

Intervention by Jonathan Mitchley, Imperial college London, Department of Agricultural sciences

14h30 – 15h00
Natura 2000 financing

Intervention by Nicholas Hanley, DG Environment, European Commission 

Questions / discussion

15h00 – 16h30 
Reflections and actions for the future

Chair : . Frank Gaskell, President of Euromontana

The questions over the future of rural development at EU-level 

Intervention by . Prof. L. Van Depoele University of Leuven  (former Director of Rural Development of the  DG Agri).

Question / discussion

Outstanding issues related to the integration of mountain issues into EU-policies and the actions of the elected representatives from mountain areas - Intervention by Michel Bouvard, Chairman of AEM

Question / discussion

Conclusions 

Frank Gaskell, President of Euromontana

End of seminar
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